Norfolk, VA


DV Nomination Considerations
NOTE:  SUBMITTING A NOMINEE IS NOT AN AUTOMATIC GUARANTEE THAT THEY WILL QUALIFY FOR EMBARKATION.  FINAL APPROVAL RESTS WITH THE CHIEF OF STAFF.

DV Criteria: People who are active and influential in their community, business or government.  For example:  Presidents or Chief Executive Officers of large corporations and businesses, presidents/deans of colleges, civic and community leaders, educators, congressional representatives, mayors/governors, media executives and leaders of significant, broad-based organizations who have not had previous exposure to naval aviation, aircraft carrier operations or the military.  




Eligibility:  Any U.S. citizen over the age of 18 and under age 75.

The DV program is not designed to embark Naval Reservists or retired Navy personnel on those credentials alone.

Nominees must not have embarked a carrier in the last five years.

These embark opportunities are not to be sold or bartered in any way, and are not intended to be used as a reward or to promote an organization. These embarks are meant to increase the public's understanding and appreciation for the Navy by providing community and business leaders the opportunity to view the Navy in action through direct interactions with Sailors and demonstrations of the unique capabilities of Naval aviation.

Medical Considerations:
In accordance with current Navy directives, pregnant females are not eligible for embarkation. 

All nominees will complete a medical questionnaire prior to embark approval.  Nominees with (but not limited to) one or more medical conditions listed below are discouraged from participating: 

–         Major surgery within the previous 120 days

–         Heart attack within the previous 180 days

–         Cardiovascular disease (including chest pain and hypertension)

–         Blindness or visual impairment not fully corrected by glasses or contacts

–         Wheelchairs, leg and/or foot casts/splints, crutches, long arm casts/splints, arm slings, canes, and/or walkers

–         Respiratory illnesses including pneumonia, bronchitis, tuberculosis, emphysema, COPD, asthma, and/or    severe allergies

–         Persons with cardiac pacemakers or taking nitroglycerin

–         Claustrophobia

–         Hemophilia

–         Renal failure requiring dialysis

–         Severe motion and/or sea sickness

–         Insulin dependent diabetes

–         Seizure disorder

–         Persons on any sort of limitation or restriction of their activities prescribed by their personal physician

–         Persons with severe or advanced arthritis that impairs their free movement up and down multiple ladders and stairwells

Nominees with these and other medical conditions could be disapproved.  Medical information will be screened by Navy physicians and nominees may be asked to provide certain clearances from their physician in order to participate.

Physical Exertion:  The forces applied to the body during the sudden stop of a carrier landing on arrival and the catapulted launch of the departure is relatable to intense roller coaster attractions at many theme parks.  For this reason, anyone who has been counseled by a medical professional to avoid these activities should not participate.  

Second, there are no elevators for moving people on an aircraft carrier. Guests must be fully mobile and able to climb 10 stories of stairs in order to reach the Bridge and other upper-deck areas of the ship. Nominees will make this climb a minimum of two times during their visit (depending on flight operations and schedules).

Another physical obstacle unknown to most guests is 'knee-knockers'. They are doorways cut into steel bulkheads situated 12-inches above the deck and are located throughout the ship. Moving from bow to stern, guests will pass through dozens of these doorways requiring a 'high step' to clear each bulkhead. 

Finally, guests will be moving throughout the ship and into spaces that may need to be closed during drills or emergencies. When moving between decks, guests may be required to pass through smaller openings between floors, known as scuttles. Scuttles are round openings that are 53-inches in circumference. For personal safety reasons, any guest who is unable to fit through a scuttle should not participate in the DV program.

Guests who are not physically able to overcome these obstacles should not be nominated for participation in the DV program. We want to make this a memorable visit for all, and that won't happen if a guest is spending time in the Sick Bay or otherwise physically unable to move around the ship.

Schedule Changes:  While rare, the ship's schedule is always subject to change and embarks may be canceled without notice. In the event this occurs, we will contact you immediately. If you learn that you cannot join us for this embark, please contact us as soon as possible so we may offer this opportunity to another nominee.

As a DV, you will have a rare, first-hand look at life aboard a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier, and be a witness to the pride and professionalism exhibited by the young men and women who serve in the U.S. Navy at sea. We are confident it will be a memorable experience!
